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IASSAR Volunteers Raise VeteranǎΩ 
Gravestones 
 

 
SAR member George DeMoss worked side by side with other IASSAR members and employees of 
several Des Moines based companies in a volunteer effort to raise over 1000 of the sunken flat 
Veteran gravestones at Glendale Cemetery in Des Moines, Iowa.  The volunteers also placed 
thousands of standards and flags on veterans’ graves.  Thanks for leading the way!   (Photos 
courtesy of Callie Le'au Courtright, Des Moines Parks and Recreation Supervisor) 

 



 

 

 
President Wenger Announces  
IASSAR Spring Conference June 10th 
 

 
Fellow Compatriots, 
 
After some deliberation over the last couple of months, we are finally going to 
have our Annual Spring Conference.  It will be held on Saturday, June 10, 2017 at 
Bennigan's Restaurant and Lounge, 4800 Merle Hay Road, Urbandale, lA 50322. 
There will be a Social Time between 11:00 AM and approximately noon, followed 
by the meal (order from the menu). The General Meeting will follow. We have the 
room until 2:30 PM (+/-). Wives, girlfriends and significant others are always 
welcome. 
 
Our program will include the presentation of recognition certificates and medals 
for several of our members as well as recognition of Eagle Scout Everett Wegge for 
placing third nationally with his essay submission to the Arthur M. and Berdena 
King Eagle Scout Award competition. We will also hear from our various 
committees on the ISSAR's involvement in recent events and events yet to come. 
We hope to see as many of you there as possible. Thank you. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Alan M. Wenger 
President, Iowa Society 
National Society, Sons of the American Revolution 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

IASSAR Honors Vietnam Veterans 
 

Vietnam Veterans Recognition Day was again held this year at 
the Iowa Vietnam Veteran War Monument on the State of Iowa 
Capitol grounds.  This year, The MacKenie Highlanders Pipe and 
Drums open the ceremony with their beautiful music.  Brigadier 
General Jodi Tymeson, Executive Director of the Iowa 
Department of Veteran Affairs announced the addition of the 
name of James Steven McGough to the wall. 

The Monument is dedicated to the Iowans who served during the 
Vietnam era.  Inscribed on its face are the names of 869 Iowans 
who lost their lives during-or as a result of-the conflict. 
 

Member of the Iowa DAR have a special awards program to honor Vietnam veterans and their immediate 
families.  The Iowa SAR Honor guard was proud to participate in support of veterans, their families and 
organizations like the DAR that honor both. 
 
(Photos:  IASSAR Honor Guard with two Vietnam Veterans, Dan and Martin; and with the MacKenie 
Highlanders Pipe and Drums)  

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Fallen Iowa Peace Officers Honored 
 
On May 5, 2017 Iowa peace officers and citizens came together at The Iowa Peace Officer's 
Memorial on the Iowa State Capitol grounds to honor those who have given their lives in the line 
of duty. 
 
As the Iowa Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution honors the work of these men and women 
and the sacrifices of their families, it seemed 
appropriate that several members and the honor guard 
were present at the ceremony.   While an exact count 
was not available for this article, the current IASSAR 
membership includes many active and retired peace 
officers. 
 
Photo taken after the event with Des Moines Police 
officer Cory K-9 and IASSAR Color Guard Commander 
Mike Rowley 
 



 

 

SAR Joins Baby Hill Gravestone Dedication 
 
On a beautiful April 23 Sunday, members of the Iowa Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution Color Guard joined with IASSAR President Alan Wenger, Governor Terry 
Branstad, Congressman David Young, City of Des Moines Mayor Cownie, Suku Radia, 
Roberta Swartzendruber, representatives of McCall Monument, members of the Des 
Moines Historical Society and the general public to dedicate and place the final 3 (of over 
500) gravestones on Baby Hill at Woodland Cemetery in Des Moines, Iowa. 
 
Begun by historian Gerald LaBlanc, the 11-year-long project was completed by the members 
of the Abigail Adams Chapter of the Iowa Society of the DAR. 
 
Photos by Suzanne Wenger 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

L!{{!wΩǎ  aƛƪŜ .ŀǊǊŜǘǘ ¢ǊŀŎŜǎ aŀǎǎŀǎƻƛǘΩǎ wƻƭŜ 
in Pilgrim Society 
 

The following information was received from one of our Iowa SAR members, Mike Barrett, 
who now lives out of state.  Mike is also a General Society of Mayflower Descendant 
member, and was able to make part of the connection using DNA data.  He is also just one 
generation proof away from documenting 27 generations back to a signer of the Magna 
Carta.  In his real life (job) he is a pilot. 

 
Ohio Mayflower Scholarship  
 
I have had the pleasure of writing three essays for the Ohio Mayflower Society.  I have won 
the OMS scholarship twice (2015 & 2017) and as of this year, I am no longer eligible due to 
disqualification from winning a second time (so, as to let others have a chance at winning).  
I lost in 2016 however, because my essay was way over the 750-word limit, but I must admit 
it was a topic I was passionate about and sadly, I thought it was my best essay out of all 
three (2015, 2016 & 2017). 
 
This year, I acquired a financial package of $1,500 much to my delight and will be used 
towards my graduate school education.  I believe that stocks, assets, property, lottery tickets 
and hedge funds pale in comparison to the investment of education!  The reason is that 
property is utterly useless without humans and as humans we are utterly useless without 
our minds and thoughts and learning.  Our technology has allowed us to become wealthier 
and more prosperous than earlier generations.  Even the poorest members of our society 
are much better off than even medieval kings of the past.  Soon our society will undergo the 
uncertainty and scourges of job loss- not from globalization but from technology.  Staying 
ahead of this tribulation requires educating oneself and allowing oneself the ability to adapt 
and progress with fluidity instead of latching on to antiquated forms of labor and 
technology. 
 
When I wrote the essay, I pondered a lot about this theme but the focus was more on how 
Massasoit allowed the Pilgrims to thrive while (unbeknownst to him) destroying his own 
way of life in the midst of a more technologically-minded civilization.  I think the Native 
Americans were taken by surprise from their friendly invaders until King Phillip’s War in 1675 
resulted in a culture clash that implied the Native Americans had to face not only a new way 
of thinking, but was also the harbinger of the end of their formerly predominant culture as 
the direction of the future preempted their complacency into the past. 
 
I also enjoyed writing the essay because my (and my cousin Michael J. Rowley) share an 
ancestor who personally knew Massasoit.  He was Sachem of the Cummaquid named 
Iyannough.  He was the namesake of Hyannisport, Massachusetts.  This town may be known 
as the summer home of the rich & famous and a tony hangout for the Kennedy clan, but it 
was also a sacred place for Iyannough and his family – where the Eastern sea met the sun 
on the first light of the day…    Mike Barrett 



 

 

Essay:  What was Chief Massasoitôs Role in the Mayflower Pilgrimôs Story? 

No figure in the history of Plymouth and indeed of early-America was branded as 

both friend and foe as that of Massasoit Ousemequin. His peaceable co-habitation policies 

with the Pilgrims however, in time, strained both the patience and tolerance of his people and 

even his son, Metacom[et] (Philip). Bridging the gap between first contact and the harbinger 

of conflict in the following centuriesï King Philipôs War, Massasoit has been regarded by 

both modern and past scholars as an exemplary leader in colonial relations, but to his people, 

a tragic hero.1 

Massasoit began this story not as the first to contact the Pilgrims, as that distinction 

belongs to Samoset.2 However during winter 1620/21, Massasoit observed the colonists, 

repurposing his own warriors as intelligence operatives who ñkept him updated as to the 

progress of [the Pilgrimsô] various building projects, and despite the Pilgrimsô secret burials, 

[Massasoit] undoubtedly knew that many of the English had died over the winter,ò3 which 

may be the reason why Massasoitôs relations with the English was quite cordial. Perhaps he 

was sympathetic to their plight. Reports from the burgeoning colony initially perplexed 

Massasoit for two reasons: first, there were women and children, which was unusual because 

previous encounters involved only enterprising men of trade; second, that the Pilgrims 

preferred isolation and focused solely on permanent settlement.4 

Once spring 1621 came, Massasoit decided to parley with the newcomers on his 

ancestral lands. This was the beginning of a peace which lasted until a decade after 

Massasoitôs death when Plymouth officials mandated King Philip to sign a new covenant  

1  Leach, 239. 
2  Bradford, 114. 
3  Philbrick, 98. 
4 Ibid. 
5  Leach, 28, 29. 



2 

 

 

 

eventual conflict that ensued over a half-century later, it was the 22 March 1621 summit 

which was the opening salvo for the Pilgrimsô successful settlement and indeed, the colonial 

cement which fomented the colony allowing successive ships like the Fortune and the Anne 

& Little James to resupply the colony with new planters in a flourishing society.6 This 

meeting happened several days after Samosetôs March 16th visit and involved the sachem 

arriving with his entourage of sixty warriors, appearing upon Watsonôs Hill, Plymouth.7 

ñMassasoitôs visit was conducted with as much ceremony as if he had been royalty.ò8 

Massasoit actually had far more men in the previous decade as ñ[Massasoitôs] own 

Wampanoag tribe had but sixty warriors left,ò9 which meant that tribal hostilities in the 

region more than likely forced Massasoitôs hand to ñ[take] the earliest opportunity to make 

an alliance, defensive and offensive, with the Pilgrims.ò10
 

Likewise, this visit by Massasoit was long delayed because as the colonists later 

learned from Samoset, ñfour years previously, in 1617, a devastating plagueï probably 

smallpoxï had swept the forests of New Englandé smallpox, tuberculosis and syphilisé 

wiping out the [indigenous] Patuxet.ò11 Therefore, Massasoit became suspicious after 

Squantoôs winter reports lead him to believe ñ[the Pilgrims] kept the plague in barrels buried 

beneath their storehouseé the barrels contained gunpower, but [with] the Pilgrims 

undoubtedly guard[ing] the storehouse, [this] made Squantoôs claims believable.ò12
 

The peace established on 22 March 1621 was the first treaty of its kind between 

Native Americans and English colonists and is in good company with contemporary bilateral 

agreements. 

 
 

6  Langdon, 17, 18.      
7  Bradford & Winslow, 90. 
8  Morison, 72. 
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9  Goodwin, 136. 
10 Ibid. 
11  Willison, 172. 
12  Philbrick, 104. 
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Six tenets were thus ratified: first, that neither Wampanoag nor Pilgrim would do harm to 

one anotherï essentially a categorical imperative. Second, if injury is caused, the offender 

will be voluntarily presented to the aggrieved party and punished under their laws. Third, 

that if property is stolen, such will be willfully surrendered. Fourth, if there is war against 

the Wampanoag, the Pilgrims will  come to their aid (and vice versa). Fifth, that the mutual 

allies of colony and tribe be so inclined to sustain the peace.  Lastly, when in conference, 

leave all their weapons behind.13
 

Massasoit had achieved widespread recognition in New England as the powerful ally 

of Plymouth, whilst visiting the Governor in Boston along with a retinue of his men, 21 July 

1642.14 Massasoit died in 1661, but was witness to a nascent clash of civilizations in which 

the English institution of private land proprietorship was just beginning to be grasped by 

Native Peoples. Massasoit prodigiously granted land rights to his Pilgrim allies woefully 

ignorant of English common law. However, certain tactics the English employed to acquire 

land rightsï is now elucidated in stark contrast to the canonical Anglo-centric histories of 

the colonial chroniclers. 

~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13  Bradford & Winslow, 93, 94. 
14  Winthrop, 399.
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If You Visit a Patriotic Site While on Vacation. . .  
Please let your fellow compatriots know about it!  Send a short description of where 
you went, and (if possible) include a picture of you at the site.  dlfrazer@yahoo.com 
 

 
Have you looked at the IASSAR Website Lately?  Stay up-to-date 
with all IASSAR activities.    www.iassar.org 
 
 

Contribute to The Iowa Compatriot!    
This is your newsletter, covering all activities and programs of the IASSAR.  To keep it 
alive and vibrant, we need you to contribute stories about SAR events happening in 
your part of the state. The stories need not be long. However, they do need to reflect 
the ideals of the SAR, and how our Iowa compatriots support them.  Sharing what we 
do will help unify our membership.  Please send your stories to me. We’d love to print 
your photos as well!  My email address is dlfrazer@yahoo.com.  If you would prefer to 
use the USPS to mail your news items and photos, address them to me at: 
 
Doug Frazer 
4410 Skyline Drive 
Des Moines, IA   50310 
 
Thanks.   Hope to hear from you soon! 
Doug Frazer, editor 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dlfrazer@yahoo.com
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mailto:dlfrazer@yahoo.com
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Your IASSAR State Officers 

 
President  Alan Wenger awenger5@mchsi.com 
1st V.P  Mike Rowley MJR1825@gmail.com 
2nd V.P.  Kevin Parmenter mail@parmenter.com 
Secretary  Volney Smith VHSmith@q.com 
Treasurer  Volney Smith VHSmith@q.com 
Registrar  John Butler            JB22630@yahoo.com 
Chancellor  Lance Ehmke Lance.Ehmke@Heidmanlaw.com 
Historian  Doug Frazer            dlfrazer@yahoo.com 
Eagle Scout Chr. Doug Frazer  dlfrazer@yahoo.com 
Webmaster   Patrick Lant   iassarwebsite@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 


