Wreaths Across America 2008
Central Iowa Chapter IASSAR Honors Fallen American Veterans
 162 Wreaths Placed on Veterans Graves in Iowa
Compatriots of the Central Iowa Chapter of the Iowa Sons of the American Revolution placed 162 wreaths on the graves of Veterans of American Wars at 11:00 AM on Saturday December 13, 2008.

[image: image1.jpg]


        

Woodland Cemetery, Des Moines. Civil War Veterans Graves
About 50 people participated in the Wreaths Across America (WAA) program at Woodland Cemetery in Des Moines. Compatriot Mike Rowley, IASSAR President, led the program.   
At the same time near Ottumwa, twenty-one people led by Compatriots Charles Montgomery and Dave Faybik placed nine wreaths on veteran’s graves, including the grave of Revolutionary War Veteran Pvt. Jonathan R. Woody in Dahlonega Cemetery in the village of Dahlonega.
At West Liberty Cemetery in Mills County, western Iowa, Compatriot Volney Smith, with two grandchildren honored the grave of his Revolutionary War Veteran great-great grandfather, Joel Buffington.  The Council Bluffs Nonpareil had a story and photos of Compatriot Smith
 
Wreaths Across America, a national program to honor veterans and place wreaths on their graves, was endorsed by the National Society SAR at the 2008 National Conference.

……Therefore be it resolved that the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution at the 2008 National Conference at Sacramento, CA endorses and supports the Wreaths Across America Program and encourages all state societies to adopt and participate in this important and patriotic program.
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At Woodland Cemetery on a sunny 40 degree winter day, special guest 
Iowa Adjutant General designate, COL Tim Orr delivered a short message and greetings from Iowa Governor Chet Culver.  

The Color Guard was from 
Des Moines North High School Marine JROTC unit lead by 1st Sergeant George Jackson.  The cadets were  Arron Bodine, commander, Yency Garcia, Yissel Garcia, 
           Col Orr and President Rowley                     and Carl Pinegar.   
The buglers were Dave Leach from Highland Park American Legion Post 374 of Des Moines and Ricardo Gomez, a young bugler, who played the echo for taps.

                                                                                                           North High School Marine JROTC color guard
About twenty wreaths were placed on WWI and WWII veterans graves in                
Des Moines Glendale Cemetery also.  
Special Wreaths Seven special wreaths, one for each branch of service, honored veterans of all American wars and carried the flags of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, Merchant Marine and POW/ MIA.  COL Orr placed the Army Wreath, Mr. Patrick Palmersheim, Executive Director of the Iowa Department of Veterans Affairs, placed the Navy Wreath, Compatriot, COL (RET) Francis Keith placed the Air Force Wreath, William McNamara, a former marine, the Marine Wreath, Compatriot Dave Shannon, an Army Veteran, placed the POW-MIA wreath, Cadets Arron Bodine and Yency Garcia placed the Coast Guard and Merchant Marine wreaths.   
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The Des Moines Register had a story and photo of Compatriot Shannon laying a wreath for 
MIA-POWs.  KCCI TV, Channel 8 and WHO radio also carried interviews of this event. There were representatives of DAR and Sons of Union Veterans as well as the American Legion and VFW at the Woodland Ceremony
Near Ottumwa, 21 people gathered. Compatriots Dave Faybik and Charles Montgomery organized the program.  Compatriot Montgomery led the ceremony.  Members of the Ottumwa  VFW and American Legion supplied a color guard and an honorary rifle squad.  A bugler played taps and the rifle squad a 24 gun salute for the veteran’s graves.  The Ottumwa Currier had a story about the program
 A West Des Moines mother, Susan Piper, saw a brief announcement of the SAR Wreath               program in the Des Moines Register and asked if her children could help with the wreaths       Pres. Rowley replied, Please come.  Parents and young people who are willing to volunteer 
are a good omen for our country        Here They Are
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Dave Leach, bugler, of Highland
Park American Legion Post 374.
                                                        Grace Piper, 13, Mrs. Susan Piper,  Joseph Piper, 11,  Amanda Smith, 13, John Piper, 11
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Rifle squad from the Ottumwa VFW and American Legion Posts  honor the grave 
of  Revolutionary War Veteran 
Pvt Jonathan R. Woody
Pvt Woody is buried in Dahlonega Cemetery, near the village of Dahlonega.  He is one of forty Revolutionary War Veterans buried in Iowa. 
Sixteen years ago, Worcester Wreath Company of Maine had extra wreaths for the Christmas market.  Morrill and Karen Worcester, owners, gave them to decorate veterans graves in Arlington National Cemetery, VA.  From that beginning this project has become a movement across America. Each year it grew in numbers of wreaths and volunteers.
In 2008 thousands of volunteers and 11,000 wreaths were placed at Arlington.  This year, world wide, wherever American Veterans are buried, wreaths will honor them.  More than 400 American Cemeteries participated in 2008
The Central Iowa Chapter of Iowa Society Sons of the American Revolution is proud to have been a part of this national honor group.  Plans are developing for IASSAR to participate and play a larger roll next Christmas.

Every Compatriot in Iowa can help

                      We need volunteers.  We need Compatriot fund raisers   We need YOU  
                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                   Francis Keith, Editor,  The Iowa Patriot
