1/Lt. John Townsend (Townshend)
27 May, 1742 – 4April, 1827
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Grave of John Townshend, “Old Townshend Cemetery, Dusty Ridge Road, near Putney, Windham Co., Vermont

Born: 27 May, 1742 at Bolton, Worcester County, Massachusetts

Died:  4 April, 1827 at Putney, Windham County, Vermont

4th Great-grandfather of SAR member 17889, David M. Lamb

John Townsend was a “husbandman”/farmer in and around the village of Bolton, Massachusetts in the years immediately preceding the outbreak of hostilities between the colonists and the English crown.  He was a “Serjent” in Captain Robert Langley’s Company of militia; which, in turn, formed part of Col. Asa

Whitcomb’s Regiment.  When Revere, Dawes and Dr. Prescott conducted their “Midnight Ride” on the night of April 18-19, 1775 raising what would become known as “The Lexington Alarm” warning that British regulars from the garrison at Boston had crossed the Charles River by boat and were marching toward Lexington and Concord, John Townsend’s company mustered on the green at Bolton and marched for Concord. 
With John on that night were his then seventy-five-year-old father, Joshua Townsend; three brothers, Richard, James, and Robert; and, three nephews, Robert Jr., Abraham, and Richard, Jr..  Together, these seven patriots represented three generations of the Townsend family.  As previously noted, Joshua was 75 years of age.  Richard, Jr. was 17.  All would stand shoulder to shoulder at Concord Bridge the next morning to face the King’s Grenadiers. They would all be present to hear, “the shot heard around the world.” One might have fired it….
Six of these men would serve throughout the remaining years of the Revolution, but age and infirmity caused Joshua to retire from the field after only fourteen days of service.

John (and Richard) would both receive commissions to serve as officers.  John in the 4th Company, 2nd Worcester County Regiment of militia; and, when Col. Whitcomb took command of the newly formed
5th Regiment of the Massachusetts Line in 1778, John would don the uniform of the “Continentals” and serve with that unit until the end of the war.
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